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A Study of "The Minister's Black Veil" 




Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Minister's Black Veil" is said to be one of the most difficult 
stories to interpret.  As an identification of the invisible character behind the veil simply by 
analyzing the story seems almost impossible, reading beyond what is presented is 
necessitated.  In order to render this enigmatic figure visible, the work should be 
reexamined in the context of its relationship with other Hawthorne's works, and particularly 
the anguish hidden in a deeper part of his mind. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne suffered quite severely from a kind of self-inflicted traumatic 
backlash related to the involvement of his ancestors in the judgment of "witches," including 
the infamous Salem witchcraft trials of 1692.  Hawthorne's fear of living all his life under 
this shadow and his earnest prayer to absolve himself of this stain are clearly expressed in 
The Scarlet Letter.  Another point is the nagging doubt that Hawthorne might reach the 
ending of his life without having earned recognition from the world that he was an artist at 
all, cutting himself off from human love and companionship. 
When the story is reread with these factors in mind, one can conclude that the veiled 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































“The Minister's Black Veil”と“The Wedding Knell”
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